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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: October 21, 1999
Meeting Time: 1:00 P.M.
Meeting Place: 100 E. Michigan , Michigan City

Common Council Chamber
Meeting City: Michigan City, Indiana
Meeting Number: 3

Members Present: Rep. Charlie Brown, Chairperson; Rep. Dan Stevenson; Rep.
Scott Pelath; Rep. Dean Mock; Sen. Joseph Zakas; Sen. Earline
Rogers; Sen. Rose Ann Antich.

Members Absent: Rep. Ralph Ayres; Sen. Ron Alting; Sen. Sue Landske, Vice-
Chairperson; Sen. William Alexa; Mayor Duane Dedelow; Mayor
James Perron.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rep. Brown called the meeting to order at 1:00. 

Rep. Brown recognized Michigan City mayor Shelia Brillson. Mayor Brillson welcomed the
Commission to Michigan City. Rep. Brown then offered special recognition to former Rep.
Tom Alevizos. Rep. Pelath requested special recognition of former Rep. Henry "Bud"
Kintzele.

Rep. Brown called for a report from the Michigan train workgroup. Kathy Noland, Indiana
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Department of Transportation (INDOT), provided a report on the findings of the workgroup.
The findings of the workgroup are attached as Exhibit A. Ms. Noland and Jim Poe, Indiana
Department of Revenue Motor Carrier Services Division (IDOR-MCSD), reviewed the
findings of the workgroup. Mr. Poe stated that one key finding was that the IDOR-MCSD
would work to change the calendar day permit to a 24 hour permit in the very near future.
Mr. Poe noted that the work group plans to meet over the course of the next year to
eliminate the 24 hour Michigan train permit completely. In addition, Mr. Poe stated that
INDOT and IDOR-MCSD intend to extensively study all aspects of Michigan trains during
the next year.

Sen. Antich asked for assurances that the trucking industry was in agreement with the
conclusions of the workgroup. Mr. Poe noted that the steel industry was a part of the work
group, and that the workgroup directly addressed the problems truckers had expressed to
Mr. Poe after the Commission's prior two meetings.

The Commission discussed the increase in Michigan train corridor road weights. Kathy
Noland pointed out that the increased road weight had an increased cost. Rep. Brown
asked where the increased cost would come from. Ms. Noland stated that INDOT was
exploring an increase in Michigan train permit fees.

Ms. Noland stated that INDOT did expect to implement the increased weight for all the
Michigan train corridor for a period of eight to ten years. Rep. Brown pointed out that a
delay of that length essentially eliminates the change in weight. Ms. Noland replied that
INDOT initially did not want to change weights at all. The Commission discussed the time
period to make the weight changes.

Sen. Zakas asked whether an increase in the number of axles would make a difference.
John Weaver, INDOT, stated that an increase in the number of axles would help the
roads, but would not help bridges where the entire weight of the truck rests on the bridge.
Mr. Weaver pointed out that these bridges are the weak links in the system. Sen. Zakas
asked for a map containing all the weak bridges. Mr. Weaver pointed out that due to traffic
patterns, some routes on the Michigan train corridor conceivably could open immediately
for the heavier weight.

Rep. Brown asked for an estimate of intrastate traffic versus interstate traffic, including
information on whether the interstate traffic originates in Indiana or not. Rep. Brown
requested that the information include the total numbers of Michigan trains. Mr. Poe stated
that the actual information Rep. Brown requested is not known, and that is exactly the
reason that IDOR-MCSD and INDOT need the year long study of Michigan trains. Ms.
Noland commented that once INDOT has the Michigan train study complete, the weak
bridges can be better identified. Mr. Weaver stated that the balance between fixing the
roads to carry a higher weight, while not busting the budget, is very important.

Rep. Mock asked how the workgroup determined the 155,000 pound truck weight. Ms.
Noland said the weight was one the workgroup created. Rep. Brown pointed out that it is
not logical to increase the current weight of 134,000 pounds to 155,000 pounds, when that
would still be 9,000 pounds below Michigan's 164,000 truck weight. The Commission
discussed truck weights. Clarence Ehlers, National Steel and a member of the workgroup,
discussed truck loads and weights.

Rep. Brown told Mr. Ehlers that the steel industry is as big a culprit as truck drivers in the
violations of current Indiana law on extra heavy truck weights. Mr. Ehlers responded that
the steel industry has no control over truck drivers who overload after leaving the steel mill
gates. Mr. Ehlers stated that the trucks do not leave the property of the steel mill
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overloaded.

Rep. Pelath questioned the economic benefit of increasing the weight, particularly in light
of prior meeting testimony on the damage done to roads, and the length of time INDOT
was estimating for making the Michigan train corridor safe for travel. Ms. Noland discussed
the failure rate of roads with the higher truck weight, and the differences between Indiana
roads and Michigan roads. 

Rep. Pelath asked the hypothetical question that if the General Assembly increased the
weight tomorrow, what would be the effect on the Michigan train corridor? Mr. Weaver
noted that the surfaces of most roads could safely handle the heavier weight, but that the
life of the road would be correspondingly diminished. Mr. Weaver also pointed out that the
integrity of bridges could not be guaranteed. 

Sen. Rogers discussed the origins of the 134,000 weight limit, and the need for public
safety. Sen. Rogers also questioned the wisdom of increasing the maximum truck weight
solely so that lawbreakers are no longer breaking the law. The Commission discussed
truck weights and the regulation of interstate weights by the federal government.

Sen. Antich asked about the weight limits on the new bridge at the Port of Indiana. Mr.
Weaver replied that it is built to current Indiana maximum weight. The Commission
discussed bridge weights.  

Sen. Zakas asked if weight spread across additional axles would lessen the effect of the
added weight on the bridges. Rep. Brown asked that the information on axles and bridge
integrity be included in the report to be presented by INDOT and IDOR-MCSD to the
Commission next year. 

The Commission discussed fines and penalties for violation of the weight limit. The
Commission discussed funding for the Michigan train corridor. Rep. Brown asked that the
INDOT-IDOR-MCSD study contain information on the economic benefit of an increased
maximum truck weight.

Rep. Stevenson asked about the extension of an extra heavy duty highway into Illinois.
Rep. Stevenson and Mr. Weaver discussed specific roads as possible extensions.

Rep. Brown stated that since the workgroup provided answers on certain issues before the
Commission, the Commission would not propose any legislation on the extra heavy duty
highway permit period or the truck weights.

Rep. Brown recognized Chief Ronald J. Taylor of the Hobart Police Department. Chief
Taylor discussed the problems encountered in the city of Hobart with railroad crossing
signals and gates. Chief Taylor stated that signals and gates along the recently reactivated
CSX lines in Hobart are being activated when no trains are present, and then are in a
stuck position until a repair person is able to raise the gates. Chief Taylor said the problem
is furthered by the fact that there is only 1 repair person for all of Northern Indiana. 

Chief Taylor outlined three separate incidents, two of which occurred during rush hours, in
which the CSX line signal and gates were stuck for periods of over two hours. Chief Taylor
said that the stuck gates caused severe traffic congestion. Chief Taylor also discussed the
ability of the municipality to issue citations to the railroad. The Chief mentioned that
although state law allows for a $500 citation to be issued if the train blocks the track for
more than ten minutes, a recent court decision says that only one citation per incident may
be issued, since a train that is stuck is considered a continuing violation. The Commission
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discussed train crossings. Rep. Brown stated that there is a need to change the statute to
correct this problem.

Rep. Brown then opened discussion of the recommendations of the Commission. The
Commission discussed the need for an additional meeting, and the items on the agenda
for the following year's Commission.

Rep. Brown acknowledged the lack of a quorum, and asked for the consent of the
members at the meeting to urge the members of the Commission to sponsor the following
items during the next legislative session:

1) A resolution encouraging INDOT to create a high-speed rail division.
(presented by Sen. Landske to the Commission).

2) A bill draft of the Midwest High Speed Rail Compact. (presented by Sen.
Landske to the Commission)

3) A bill draft changing the violation for a train that blocks a railroad
crossing.

Rep. Brown stated that the Commission had no further business for the 1999 interim, and
canceled the meeting on October 27, 1999.

Rep. Brown and Rep. Mock discussed focusing on the issues affecting the residents in the
eastern part of Northwest Indiana. Rep. Brown stated that he hoped next year's
Commission Chair would dedicate the year to covering those issues.

Rep. Brown adjourned the meeting at approximately 2:35 p.m.


